
Discovering Jesus Christ 
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When was the Bible written?

The Bible is One Book which contains 73 Books
- It is divided into the Old Testament and the New Testament 

The Old Testament was written before Jesus was born 
- It contains 46 books, written about 1,400 - 200 B.C.
- including Genesis, Jeremiah and the Psalms 

The New Testament was written after Jesus died 
- It contains 27 books, written between 40 - 90 A.D. 
- including the four Gospels and the Letters of St Paul 

The New Testament is all about Jesus, obviously.  
But the Old Testament is all about Him too, mystically!



Jesus’ Testimony

Jesus “said to them: ‘O foolish and slow of heart to believe in all 
things, which the prophets have spoken. Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things and so to enter into His glory?’ And 
beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded to them 
in all the Scriptures the things that were concerning Him.” (Lk 
24:25-27)  

Jesus “said to them, ‘These are the words which I spoke to you 
while I was yet with you, that all things must needs be fulfilled 
which are written in the law of Moses and in the Prophets and 
in the Psalms, concerning Me’. Then He opened their 
understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures. And He 
said to them, ‘Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer 
and to rise again from the dead, the third day...’ ” (Lk 24:44-46) 



Jesus in the Old Testament

When Jesus says He is written about “in the law of Moses and in 
the Prophets and in the Psalms” (Lk 24:44), any Jews hearing 
Him would immediately understand that He was referring to the 
whole of the Scriptures.  

The Jewish Canon is called the ‘Tanakh' 

• T for Torah (the Law of Moses) 

• N for Nevi’im (the Prophets) 

• K for Ketuvim (the Writings, chiefly the Psalms) 

Moses, the Prophets & Psalms ≃ the Old Testament Scriptures.



Four Talks
• 17th Feb: That Jesus is in the Old Testament 
Jesus, the Evangelists and Apostles clearly testify that Jesus is to be 
found in Moses, the Prophets & the Psalms. 

• 24th Feb: How Jesus is in the Old Testament 
The Passion of Christ figured in Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, 
Boaz, David, Jonah and Ezekiel. 

• 2nd March: That Jesus is present through all the Old Testament 
St Stephen on Jesus in Abraham, Joseph & Moses: a resume of the 
Pentateuch in under 1,000 words (Acts 7). 

• 9th March: That Jesus is present at all levels in the Old Testament 
Searching Scripture through seven lenses, from microscope to 
telescope: discovering a ‘eucharistic’ presence.



Testimony of Jesus and the Apostles

“For if you did believe Moses, you would perhaps believe Me 
also: for he wrote of Me.” (Jn 5:46)  

And Philipp said to Nathanael: “We have found Him of whom 
Moses, in the Law and the Prophets did write, Jesus the son of 
Joseph of Nazareth.” (Jn 1:45)



Jesus in Moses: the Brazen Serpent

Jesus said: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up: That whoever believes in Him 
may not perish, but may have life everlasting.” (Jn 3:14-15)

cf. Num 21:7-9 “Upon which they came to Moses, 
and said; We have sinned, because we have 
spoken against the Lord and thee: pray that he may 
take away these serpents from us. And Moses 
prayed for the people. And the Lord said to him: 
‘Make a brazen serpent, and set it up for a sign: 
whosoever being struck shall look on it, shall 
live.’ Moses therefore made a brazen serpent, and 
set it up for a sign: which when they that were bitten 
looked upon, they were healed.”



Jesus in the Prophets: the Sign of Jonah

“‘An evil and adulterous 
generation seeks a sign: 
and a sign shall not be 
given it, but the sign of 
Jonah the prophet. For as 
Jonah was in the whale's 
belly three days and three 
nights: so shall the Son of 
Man be in the heart of the 
earth three days and 
three nights.”  
(Mt 12:39-41; cf. Mt 16:4)



Jesus in the Prophets: the Sign of Jonah

Jesus said: “This generation is a wicked generation. It asks a 
sign: and a sign shall not be given it, but the sign of Jonah the 
prophet. For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninivites; so shall the 
Son of man also be to this generation… The men of Nineveh 
shall rise in the judgment with this generation and shall 
condemn it: Because they did penance at the preaching of 
Jonah. And behold more than Jonah here.” (Lk 11:29-32) 

A sign for and a sign against (cf. Lk 2:34)



Jesus in the the Psalms: the Passion
Psalm 21:1,8-9,19 cf. Mt 27:35,39,43,46; Mk 15:29,34; Lk 23:34; Jn 19:34
“About the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying: ‘Eli, Eli, lamma 
sabacthani?’ That is, ‘My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?’” 

Psalm 108:25 cf. Mt 27:39
“They that passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads”  

Psalm 68:21 cf. Jn 19:28-29 & Mt 27:48
“Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled, said: ‘I thirst’. Now there was a vessel set there, full of vinegar…” 

Psalm 30:6 cf. Lk 23:46
“And Jesus crying with a loud voice, said: ‘Father, into Thy hands I commend 
My Spirit.’ And saying this, He gave up the Ghost.” 

Psalm 33:20 cf. Jn 19:36
“…that the Scripture might be fulfilled: ‘You shall not break a bone of him’.”



“This poor man cried,  
and the Lord heard him”

The theme,“This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him” is 
found throughout the Psalms, for example in Psalms 9; 11; 21; 
33; 34; 39; 40; 68; 69; 71; 73; 78; 85; 101; 107; 108; 112; 139. 
We might say this is the essence of the Book of Psalms. 

Now who is poorer than Jesus Christ on the Cross? He divested 
Himself of divine glory, emptied Himself, took the form of a 
servant, a worm. He cried out to the Lord. And His prayer was 
heard before creation even began. 

Thus the Book of Psalms is supremely about Jesus.



Jesus in Moses: the New Adam

Church Testimony: St Paul

“Yet death reigned from Adam to 
Moses, even over those whose 
sins were not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was 
a type of the one who was to 
come.” (Rom 5:14) 

“And as in Adam all die, so also 
in Christ all shall be made 
alive… The first man Adam was 
made into a living soul; the last 
Adam into a quickening 
spirit.” (1 Cor 15:22,45)



Jesus in the Prophets: Lamb to the Slaughter
Church Testimony: St Philipp

Philipp ran to chariot of the Ethiopian “and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet, and asked, ‘Do you understand what you are 
reading?’ And he said, ‘How can I, unless some one guides 
me?’ And he invited Philipp to come up and sit with him. Now 
the passage of the Scripture which he was reading was this:  

‘As a sheep led to the slaughter or a lamb before its shearer 
is dumb, so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice 
was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his 
life is taken up from the earth.’  

And the eunuch said to Philipp, ‘About whom, pray, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about some one else?’ Then 
Philipp opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he 
told him the good news of Jesus. ” (Acts 8:31-35; cf Is 53:7-8)



Jesus in the Prophets: Lamb to the Slaughter

“He was led as a lamb to the slaughter: and like a sheep without 
voice before his shearer, so opens he not his mouth. In humiliation 
and judgment he was taken away. His generation who shall 
declare? For his life is taken up from the earth.” (Is 53:7-8–LXX, 
followed by St Luke)



Jesus in the Psalms: Thou art My Son
Church Testimony: St Peter & St John

“Sovereign Lord… Who by the mouth of our father David, Thy 
servant, didst say by the Holy Spirit: 

‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples imagine vain 
things? The kings of the earth set themselves in array, and 
the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and 
against his Anointed,’  

for truly in this city there were gathered together against Thy 
Holy Servant Jesus, Whom Thou didst anoint, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do 
whatever Thy hand and Thy plan had predestined to take 
place.” (Act 4:24-28; cf Ps 2:1-2)



Jesus in the Psalms: Psalm 2
“Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain? The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together, against the LORD and his anointed, saying, ‘Let us 
burst their bonds asunder, and cast their cords from us.’ He who 
sits in the heavens laughs; the LORD has them in derision. Then 
he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, 
saying, ‘I have set my king on Sion, my holy hill.’  

I will tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to me, ‘You are my 
son, today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the 
nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your 
possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron, and dash 
them in pieces like a potter's vessel.’ Now therefore, O kings, be 
wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear, 
with trembling kiss his feet, lest he be angry, and you perish in 
the way; for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who 
take refuge in him.” 



Psalm 2—Generation v. Fabrication
Generation: producing something of the same nature

“I will tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to me, ‘You are my 
son, today I have begotten you.” (Ps 2:7)
• Latin:      “filius meus es tu ego hodie genui te”
• Greek:    “Υἱός µου εἶ σύ, ἐγὼ σήµερον γεγέννηκά σε” 

• Hebrew: “בני אתה אני היום ילדתיך”  

Creation / fabrication: producing something of a lower nature

Gen 1:1 created, creavit, ἐποίησεν, ברא  

Gen 8:6 made, fecerat, ἐποίησεν, עׂשה (the ark which Noah made)



Jesus in the Old Testament
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Four Talks
• 17th Feb: That Jesus is in the Old Testament 
Jesus, the Evangelists and Apostles clearly testify that Jesus is to be 
found in Moses, the Prophets & the Psalms. 

• 24th Feb: How Jesus is in the Old Testament 
The Passion of Christ figured in Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, 
Boaz, David, Jonah and Ezekiel. 

• 2nd March: That Jesus is present through all the Old Testament 
St Stephen on Jesus in Abraham, Joseph & Moses: a resume of the 
Pentateuch in under 1,000 words (Acts 7). 

• 9th March: That Jesus is present at all levels in the Old Testament 
Searching Scripture through seven lenses, from microscope to 
telescope: discovering a ‘eucharistic’ presence.



Where Next?
God tells us what will happen centuries or millennia in advance 
so that we know it is from Him (cf Is 44:7; 46:10; 48:3,5,16). If 
God foretold reality using only words, some would say the 
books were written after the event etc (as they say today). So 
God speaks through events too, through nature and history. 
This way we may come to secure knowledge of God. 

Eventually we find that all Creation points to and flows from 
Jesus Christ on the Cross. Jesus is the centre of history. His 
Sacrifice on the Cross is the fullest meeting between Heaven 
and earth, the source and summit of grace and our 
Redemption. 

On Wednesday 24th we will look more closely at how this can 
be found in the Old Testament.
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Christ’s Passion in Adam

Gen	2:21-22	“Then	the	Lord	God	cast	a	deep	sleep	upon	Adam:	and	

when	he	was	fast	asleep,	he	took	one	of	his	ribs,	and	filled	up	flesh	for	
it.	And	the	Lord	God	built	the	rib	which	he	took	from	Adam	into	a	

woman:	and	brought	her	to	Adam.”	

St	Thomas	Aquinas	(†1274)	teaches	that	woman	being	from	man	

“signified	that	the	Church	takes	her	origin	from	Christ.”		

Jn	19:34	“But	one	of	the	soldiers	with	a	spear	opened	His	side:	and	

immediately	there	came	out	Blood	and	water.”

St	Thomas	Aquinas,	S.Th.	I	q.92	a.2



Christ’s Passion in Adam

St	John	Chrysostom	(†407)	says	the	Church	consists	from	that	which	

flowed	from	Christ’s	side.	

St	AugusUne	(†430):	“As	a	wife	was	made	for	Adam	from	his	side	while	

he	slept,	the	Church	becomes	the	property	of	her	dying	Saviour,	by	the	
sacrament	of	the	Blood	which	flowed	from	His	side	aWer	His	death.”	

St	Ephraim	the	Syrian	(†373):	Adam	mirrors	Jesus	

St	Irenaeus	(†202):	Eve	mirrors	Mary	

Gen	3:20	names	Eve	as	“mother	of	all	the	living”	

St	John	Chrysostom,	Homily	LXXXV		
St	AugusUne,	Contra	Faustum,	XII,	§8	
St	Ephraim,	Na<vity	Hymn	XVI,	§13	

St	Irenaeus,	Adversus	Haereses,	III,	22,	§1-4



Christ’s Passion in Adam

St	Paul—Rom	5:14;	1	Cor	15:22,45	

Preface	of	the	Holy	Cross:		

“Qui	salutem	humani	generis	in	ligno	Crucis	cons<tuis<:		

ut,	unde	mors	oriebatur,	inde	vita	resurgeret:		
et,	qui	in	ligno	vincebat,	in	ligno	quoque	vinceretur:		

per	Christum	Dominum	nostrum”	

St	AugusUne	“But	as	Eva	was	made	from	Adam’s	side	no	otherwise	

than	while	sleeping,	so	the	Church	was	created	from	Christ’s	side	no	

otherwise	than	while	dying.”	

Cf.	Good	Friday’s	hymn	Pange	lingua	gloriosi	composed	by	VenanUus	Fortunatus	(†609)	
St	AugusUne,	Enarra<on	on	Psalm	126



Christ’s Passion in Noah

Gen	9:20-21	“And	Noah	a	husbandman	began	to	Ull	the	ground,	and	

planted	a	vineyard.	And	drinking	of	the	wine	was	made	drunk,	and	was	
uncovered	in	his	tent.”	

Flood	⟺	BapUsm:	1	Pet	3:20-21;	cf	2	Pet	2:5	

St	Ambrose	(†397)	writes	that	as	down	came	the	flood	waters	and	
destroyed	all	life	except	that	safe	in	the	ark,	so	in	BapUsm	the	Holy	

Spirit	descends	and	burns	up	all	impurity	in	the	soul.	

St	Jerome	(†420):	“The	daylight	would	fail	me	if	I	were	to	explain	all	

the	mysteries	of	the	Ark	and	compare	them	with	the	Church.”	



Christ’s Passion in Noah

St	AugusUne	writes	the	opening	of	Christ’s	side	on	the	Cross	“was	pre-
figured	when	Noah	was	commanded	to	made	a	door	in	the	side	of	the	ark,	
by	which	the	animals	that	were	not	to	perish	by	the	deluge	entered;	which	
animals	prefigured	the	Church.	To	shadow	forth	this,	the	woman	was	made	
out	of	the	side	of	the	sleeping	man;	for	this	second	Adam	bowed	His	head,	
and	slept	on	the	Cross,	that	out	of	that	which	came	therefrom,	there	might	
be	formed	a	wife	for	Him.”	

St	Jerome	(cf	St	AugusUne	on	the	three	sons):	“When	Noah	leW	the	Ark	he	
planted	a	vineyard,	drank	thereof,	and	was	drunken.	Christ	also,	born	in	the	
flesh,	planted	the	Church	and	suffered.	The	elder	son	made	sport	of	his	
father's	nakedness,	the	younger	covered	it:	and	the	Jews	mocked	God	
crucified,	the	GenUles	honoured	Him.”



Christ’s Passion in Abraham

Gen	15:12	“As	the	sun	was	going	down,	a	deep	sleep	fell	upon	Abram:	

and	behold,	a	dread	and	great	darkness	fell	upon	him.”	

The	word	used	here	for	‘deep	sleep’	(תְַּרֵדּמָה,	ἔκστασις)	is	the	same	as	

that	which	fell	upon	Adam	(Gen	2:21).		Could	it	be	that	there	is	also	
here	a	parallel	with	the	Passion	of	Christ?		

Reading	the	whole	of	Gen	15,	one	finds	the	whole	mystery	is	perfectly	
fulfilled	by	the	New	Covenant	made	in	the	Blood	of	Jesus	Christ.



1	AWer	these	things	the	word	of	the	LORD	came	to	Abram	in	a	vision,	"Fear	not,	Abram,	I	am	your	
shield;	your	reward	shall	be	very	great."	2	But	Abram	said,	"O	Lord	GOD,	what	wilt	thou	give	me,	
for	I	conUnue	childless,	and	the	heir	of	my	house	is	Eliezer	of	Damascus?"	3	And	Abram	said,	
"Behold,	thou	hast	given	me	no	offspring;	and	a	slave	born	in	my	house	will	be	my	heir."	4	And	
behold,	the	word	of	the	LORD	came	to	him,	"This	man	shall	not	be	your	heir;	your	own	son	shall	
be	your	heir."	5	And	he	brought	him	outside	and	said,	"Look	toward	heaven,	and	number	the	
stars,	if	you	are	able	to	number	them."	Then	he	said	to	him,	"So	shall	your	descendants	be."	6	And	
he	believed	the	LORD;	and	he	reckoned	it	to	him	as	righteousness.	7	And	he	said	to	him,	"I	am	the	
LORD	who	brought	you	from	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans,	to	give	you	this	land	to	possess."	8	But	he	said,	
"O	Lord	GOD,	how	am	I	to	know	that	I	shall	possess	it?"	9	He	said	to	him,	"Bring	me	a	heifer	three	
years	old,	a	she-goat	three	years	old,	a	ram	three	years	old,	a	turtledove,	and	a	young	pigeon."	10	
And	he	brought	him	all	these,	cut	them	in	two,	and	laid	each	half	over	against	the	other;	but	he	
did	not	cut	the	birds	in	two.	11	And	when	birds	of	prey	came	down	upon	the	carcasses,	Abram	
drove	them	away.	12	As	the	sun	was	going	down,	a	deep	sleep	fell	on	Abram;	and	lo,	a	dread	
and	great	darkness	fell	upon	him.	13	Then	the	LORD	said	to	Abram,	"Know	of	a	surety	that	your	
descendants	will	be	sojourners	in	a	land	that	is	not	theirs,	and	will	be	slaves	there,	and	they	will	
be	oppressed	for	four	hundred	years;	14	but	I	will	bring	judgment	on	the	naUon	which	they	serve,	
and	aWerward	they	shall	come	out	with	great	possessions.	15	As	for	yourself,	you	shall	go	to	your	
fathers	in	peace;	you	shall	be	buried	in	a	good	old	age.	16	And	they	shall	come	back	here	in	the	
fourth	generaUon;	for	the	iniquity	of	the	Amorites	is	not	yet	complete."	17	When	the	sun	had	
gone	down	and	it	was	dark,	behold,	a	smoking	fire	pot	and	a	flaming	torch	passed	between	these	
pieces.	18	On	that	day	the	LORD	made	a	covenant	with	Abram,	saying,	"To	your	descendants	I	give	
this	land,	from	the	river	of	Egypt	to	the	great	river,	the	river	Euphrates…”

1	Promise	made	
at	Jerusalem	

2-4	Son	of	the	
flesh	as	heir	

5-8	Promise	of	
numerous	
descendants	and	
land.	

9-11	Preparing	
the	Covenant—a	
bloody	sacrifice.	

12	Deep	sleep,	
dread	and	
darkness	

13-16	NoOce	of	
slavery,	
judgement,	
reward.	

17	Flaming	torch	

18	Summary:	
Covenant	cut

Genesis 15



Only Jesus saves from death
Man	did	not	keep	his	covenants	with	God,	but	disbelieving	God	man	lost	
the	promise.	Therefore	he	would	have	to	pay	with	his	death.		

Jer	34:18-20	“I	will	give	the	men	that	have	transgressed	my	covenant,	and	
have	not	performed	the	words	of	the	covenant	which	they	agreed	to	in	
my	presence,	when	they	cut	the	calf	in	two	and	passed	between	the	
parts	thereof:	The	princes	of	Judah,	and	the	princes	of	Jerusalem,	the	
eunuchs,	and	the	priests,	and	all	the	people	of	the	land	that	passed	
between	the	parts	of	the	calf:	I	will	give	them	into	the	hands	of	their	
enemies,	into	the	hands	of	them	that	seek	their	life:	and	their	dead	bodies	
shall	be	for	meat	to	the	fowls	of	the	air,	and	to	the	beasts	of	the	earth.”	

But	Jesus	saves	His	own	from	hell—Gen	15:11	“And	when	the	fowls	came	
down	upon	the	carcasses,	Abram	drove	them	away.”



Christ’s Passion in Abraham

Long	before—in	that	very	place!—God	had	promised	Adam	and	Eve	a	
Redeemer.	The	Redeemer	Who	came	was	the	man	Jesus	Christ.		

Abraham	saw	Jesus’	Day	and	rejoiced	(Jn	8:56),	for	he	saw	the	lamp	of	

fire	passing	through	the	divisions	and	knew	thereby	that	God’s	
Covenant	could	not	fail,	for	in	Christ	God	had	signed	the	agreement.		

Jesus	Christ	had	signed	the	Covenant.	As	God	He	upheld	it.	As	Man	He	
paid	the	price	for	man	who	broke	it:	Jesus	died.		

Simultaneously	He	cut	a	New	Covenant	in	His	own	Blood.	Whosoever	
of	us	enters	this	Covenant—believing	in	His	Promises	as	Abraham	

believed—will	inherit	the	Promised	Land,	the	Heavenly	Jerusalem,	
Eternal	Life.



The Fruitfulness of the ‘Deep Sleeps’

Men	who	are	principles	of	life	experience	these	‘deep	sleeps’:	

• Adam	is	father	of	all	humans.	
• Noah	is	father	of	all	following	the	Flood.	
• Abraham	is	father	of	all	following	in	faith.		

The	Church	Fathers	teach	us	in	numerous	wriUngs	that	the	strange	

sleeps	of	the	patriarchs	pre-figured	Jesus’	Passion	and	Death.	

Each	man	who	‘dies’	is	connected	with	a	parUcular	frui|ulness:	the	

birth	of	the	Church	(Adam,	Eve);	saving	of	life	(Noah,	Ark);	entering	

Heaven	(Abraham,	the	Promised	Land).	The	lives	of	many	point	to	the	
absolute	frui|ulness	of	Jesus	Christ	on	Calvary.



Revelation
Note	the	Holy	Spirit	adds	nothing	new	to	Jesus’	RevelaUon	to	the	Apostles.		

Jn	14:25-26	“These	things	have	I	spoken	to	you,	abiding	with	you.	But	the	
Paraclete,	the	Holy	Ghost,	Whom	the	Father	will	send	in	My	name,	He	will	
teach	you	all	things	and	bring	all	things	to	your	mind,	whatsoever	I	shall	
have	said	to	you.”	⇒	So	the	Church	teaches	now	what	Jesus	taught	then.	

Lk	24:44-46	Jesus	“said	to	them,	‘These	are	the	words	which	I	spoke	to	you	
while	I	was	yet	with	you,	that	all	things	must	needs	be	fulfilled	which	are	
wri}en	in	the	law	of	Moses	and	in	the	Prophets	and	in	the	Psalms,	
concerning	Me’.	Then	He	opened	their	understanding,	that	they	might	
understand	the	Scriptures.	And	He	said	to	them,	‘Thus	it	is	wri}en,	and	thus	
it	behoved	Christ	to	suffer	and	to	rise	again	from	the	dead,	the	third	day...’”



Genesis	28		
11	And	he	came	to	a	certain	place,	and	stayed	there	that	night,	because	
the	sun	had	set.	Taking	one	of	the	stones	of	the	place,	he	put	it	under	his	
head	and	lay	down	in	that	place	to	sleep.	12	And	he	dreamed	that	there	
was	a	ladder	set	up	on	the	earth,	and	the	top	of	it	reached	to	heaven;	
and	behold,	the	angels	of	God	were	ascending	and	descending	on	it!	13	
And	behold,	the	LORD	stood	above	it	and	said,	"I	am	the	LORD,	the	God	
of	Abraham	your	father	and	the	God	of	Isaac;	the	land	on	which	you	lie	I	
will	give	to	you	and	to	your	descendants;	14	and	your	descendants	shall	
be	like	the	dust	of	the	earth,	and	you	shall	spread	abroad	to	the	west	
and	to	the	east	and	to	the	north	and	to	the	south;	and	by	you	and	your	
descendants	shall	all	the	families	of	the	earth	bless	themselves.	15	
Behold,	I	am	with	you	and	will	keep	you	wherever	you	go,	and	will	bring	
you	back	to	this	land;	for	I	will	not	leave	you	unUl	I	have	done	that	of	
which	I	have	spoken	to	you."	16	Then	Jacob	awoke	from	his	sleep	and	
said,	"Surely	the	LORD	is	in	this	place;	and	I	did	not	know	it."	17	And	he	
was	afraid,	and	said,	"How	awesome	is	this	place!	This	is	none	other	
than	the	house	of	God,	and	this	is	the	gate	of	heaven."

11	‘certain	place’—to	
others	the	place	looked	
like	nothing	more	than	a	
rocky	desert;	but	Jacob	
had	his	eyes	and	his	
mind	opened	to	see	it	as	
God’s	chosen	place	on	
earth.	Here	the	Temple	
and	altar	would	be	built.	
Just	so	we	must	learn	to	
see	the	divine	depths	of	
the	Crucifixion,	which	
when	it	was	over,	
opened	Heaven.		

15	There	God	promised	
Jacob	He	would	
accomplish	His	Work;	
and	on	the	Cross	Jesus	
cried,	“It	is	
accomplished”	(Jn	
19:30).	

Christ’s Passion in Jacob



Genesis	28		
18	So	Jacob	rose	early	in	the	morning,	and	he	took	the	stone	
which	he	had	put	under	his	head	and	set	it	up	for	a	pillar	and	
poured	oil	on	the	top	of	it.	19	He	called	the	name	of	that	place	
Bethel;	but	the	name	of	the	city	was	Luz	at	the	first.	20	Then	
Jacob	made	a	vow,	saying,	"If	God	will	be	with	me,	and	will	keep	
me	in	this	way	that	I	go,	and	will	give	me	bread	to	eat	and	clothing	
to	wear,	21	so	that	I	come	again	to	my	father's	house	in	peace,	
then	the	LORD	shall	be	my	God,	22	and	this	stone,	which	I	have	
set	up	for	a	pillar,	shall	be	God's	house;	and	of	all	that	thou	givest	
me	I	will	give	the	tenth	to	thee."

18	In	that	place	Jacob	
poured	oil	on	a	rock;	
the	Rock	was	Christ,	
the	oil	the	anoinOng	
of	the	Holy	Ghost.	

Christ’s Passion in Jacob



Christ’s Passion in Moses

Ex	17:8-14	“And	Amalec	came,	and	fought	against	Israel	in	Raphidim.	And	
Moses	said	to	Joshua:	‘Choose	out	men;	and	go	out	and	fight	against	
Amalec:	tomorrow	I	will	stand	on	the	top	of	the	hill,	having	the	rod	of	God	
in	my	hand.’	Joshua	did	as	Moses	had	spoken,	and	he	fought	against	
Amalec;	but	Moses,	and	Aaron,	and	Hur,	went	up	upon	the	top	of	the	hill.	
And	when	Moses	liWed	up	his	hands,	Israel	overcame;	but	if	he	let	them	
down	a	li}le,	Amalec	overcame.	And	Moses'	hands	were	heavy:	so	they	
took	a	stone,	and	put	under	him,	and	he	sat	on	it:	and	Aaron	and	Hur	
stayed	up	his	hands	on	both	sides.	So	his	hands	were	steady	unOl	the	
going	down	of	the	sun.		And	Joshua	put	Amalec	and	his	people	to	flight,	
by	the	edge	of	the	sword.	And	the	Lord	said	to	Moses:	Write	this	for	a	
memorial	in	a	book…”	(Ex	17:8-14)

St Justin Martyr (†165), Dialogue	with	Trypho, XC 
St Gregory Nazianzus (†390),	Ora<o	Secunda, §88 

St Augustine (†430), De	Trinitate, IV, 15, §20



Christ’s Passion in David—Ps 3; 30; 33

Psalm	3:1	A	Psalm	of	David,	when	he	fled	from	Absalom	his	son.		

2	Why,	O	Lord,	are	they	mulUplied	that	afflict	me?	many	are	they	who	

rise	up	against	me.	3	Many	say	to	my	soul:	There	is	no	salvaUon	for	

him	in	his	God.	4	But	thou,	O	Lord,	art	my	protector,	my	glory,	and	the	
liWer	up	of	my	head.	5	I	have	cried	to	the	Lord	with	my	voice:	and	he	

hath	heard	me	from	his	holy	hill.	6	I	have	slept	and	have	taken	my	
rest:	and	I	have	risen	up,	because	the	Lord	hath	protected	me.	7	I	will	

not	fear	thousands	of	the	people	surrounding	me:	arise,	O	Lord;	save	
me,	O	my	God.	8	For	thou	hast	struck	all	them	who	are	my	adversaries	

without	cause:	thou	hast	broken	the	teeth	of	sinners.	9	SalvaUon	is	of	
the	Lord:	and	thy	blessing	is	upon	thy	people.



Christ’s Passion in David—Ps 3; 30; 33

Psalm	30	is	enUtled:	“Unto	the	end,	a	Psalm	of	David,	in	an	ecstasy”.	ἔκστασις	
is	the	word	used	for	Adam	in	his	‘deep	sleep’	(LXX,	Gen	2:21).	Ps	30:5	contains	

Jesus’	words	from	the	Cross:	“Into	thy	hands	I	commend	my	spirit”	(Lk	23:46).		

The	Title	of	Psalm	33	reads:	“To	David,	when	he	contorted	his	face	before	

Achimelech,	who	dismissed	him,	and	he	went	away.”	This	refers	the	Ume	

when	David	pretended	to	be	mad—walking	into	doors	and	even	le�ng	spi}le	
run	down	his	beard—so	that	the		hosUle	king	Achis	would	not	count	him	to	be	

a	threat	(1	Sam	21:13-16).	Now	if	it	is	not	beneath	the	dignity	of	David	to	
feign	madness,	nor	should	we	think	it	is	beneath	Jesus’	dignity	to	let	men	

imagine	He	is	defeated	on	the	Cross.	In	reality	though,	“not	one	of	his	bones	

shall	be	broken”	(Ps	33:20;	cf	Jn	19:36).



Christ’s Passion in David—Ps 3; 30; 33

Psalm	33	applies	to	many	lives,	yet	none	so	perfectly	as	Jesus	Christ’s.	

Ps	33	“I	will	bless	the	Lord	at	all	Umes;	his	praise	shall	conUnually	be	in	

my	mouth.	My	soul	makes	its	boast	in	the	Lord;	let	the	humble	hear	

and	be	glad…	I	sought	the	Lord,	and	he	answered	me,	and	delivered	
me	from	all	my	tribulaUons…	This	poor	man	cried,	and	the	Lord	heard	

him,	and	saved	him	out	of	all	his	troubles.	The	angel	of	the	Lord	
encamps	around	those	who	fear	him,	and	delivers	them…	What	man	is	

there	who	desires	life…	When	the	righteous	cry	for	help,	the	Lord	
hears,	and	delivers	them	out	of	all	their	troubles.	The	Lord	is	near	to	

the	broken-hearted,	and	saves	the	crushed	in	spirit.	Many	are	the	
afflicUons	of	the	righteous;	but	the	Lord	delivers	him	our	of	them	all.	

He	keeps	all	his	bones;	not	one	of	them	is	broken.”	



Christ’s Passion in Jonah

Jonah	1:5-6	“And	the	mariners	were	afraid,	and	the	men	cried	to	their	

god:	and	they	cast	forth	the	wares	that	were	in	the	ship,	into	the	sea,	
to	lighten	it	of	them:	and	Jonas	went	down	into	the	inner	part	of	the	

ship,	and	fell	into	a	deep	sleep.	And	the	ship	master	came	to	him	and	
said	to	him:	‘Why	art	thou	fast	asleep?	rise	up	call	upon	thy	God,	if	so	

be	that	God	will	think	of	us	that	we	may	not	perish.’”	

All	the	other	souls	on	the	ship,	afraid	of	perishing	in	the	storm,	cried	to	

their	gods	but	were	not	heard.	The	captain	came	to	Jonah,	to	wake	him	

from	his	sleep,	insisUng	he	rise	up	(ἀνάστα,	ME™,	as	in	‘resurrecUon’)	
and	call	upon	his	God.	



Christ’s Passion in Jonah

Jonah	1:14-16	“And	they	cried	to	the	Lord,	and	said:	‘We	beseech	thee,	

O	Lord	let	us	not	perish	for	this	man's	life,	and	lay	not	upon	us	
innocent	blood:	for	thou,	oh	Lord,	hast	done	as	it	pleased	thee.’	And	

they	took	Jonas,	and	cast	him	into	the	sea,	and	the	sea	ceased	from	
raging.	And	the	men	feared	the	Lord	exceedingly,	and	sacrificed	vicUms	

to	the	Lord,	and	made	vows.”	

In	this	storm,	Jonah	was	the	only	mediator	with	God	who	by	his	own	

sacrifice	could	save	them.	Jesus	Himself	tells	us	that	Jonah’s	

descending	for	three	days	into	the	belly	of	death	figures	His	three	days	
in	the	tomb.	Evidently	then	Jonah’s	sleep	in	the	belly	of	the	boat	

mysUcally	figures	Christ’s	Passion.



Christ’s Passion in Ezekiel
Ezek	4:4-8	“And	thou	shalt	sleep	upon	thy	leW	side,	and	shalt	lay	the	
iniquiUes	of	the	house	of	Israel	upon	it,	according	to	the	number	of	the	
days	that	thou	shalt	sleep	upon	it,	and	thou	shalt	take	upon	thee	their	
iniquity.	And	I	have	laid	upon	thee	the	years	of	their	iniquity,	according	
to	the	number	of	the	days	three	hundred	and	ninety	days:	and	thou	
shalt	bear	the	iniquity	of	the	house	of	Israel.	And	when	thou	hast	
accomplished	this,	thou	shalt	sleep	again	upon	thy	right	side,	and	thou	
shalt	take	upon	thee	the	iniquity	of	the	house	of	Juda	forty	days:	a	day	
for	a	year,	yea,	a	day	for	a	year	I	have	appointed	to	thee.	And	thou	shalt	
turn	thy	face	to	the	siege	of	Jerusalem	and	thy	arm	shall	be	stretched	
out:	and	thou	shalt	prophesy	against	it.	Behold	I	have	encompassed	
thee	with	bands:	and	thou	shalt	not	turn	thyself	from	one	side	to	the	
other,	Ull	thou	hast	ended	the	days	of	thy	siege.”



Christ’s Passion in Ezekiel

In	his	great	vision,	or	ecstasy,	regarding	the	Temple,	Ezekiel	saw	the	

life-giving	waters	flowing	from	its	east	gate,	becoming	ever	deeper.		

Ezek	47:1-2	“…but	the	waters	came	down	to	the	right	side	of	the	

temple	to	the	south	part	of	the	altar…	[looking]	toward	the	east:	
behold	there	ran	out	waters	on	the	right	side.”	

In	this	water	was	life,	such	that	“all	things	shall	live	to	which	the	
torrent	shall	come”	while	outside	of	it	all	would	die	(Ezek	47:9-11).		As	

Jesus	Christ	the	true	Temple,	this	water	has	to	be	the	grace	that	flows	

from	His	opened	side.	



Christ’s Passion in Boaz

Ruth	3:7-9	“And	when	Boaz	had	eaten,	and	drunk,	and	was	merry,	he	

went	to	sleep	by	the	heap	of	sheaves,	and	she	came	soWly,	and	
uncovering	his	feet,	laid	herself	down.	And	behold,	when	it	was	now	

midnight	the	man	was	afraid,	and	troubled:	and	he	saw	a	woman	
lying	at	his	feet,	and	he	said	to	her:	‘Who	are	you?’	And	she	answered:	

‘I	am	Ruth,	your	handmaid:	spread	your	mantle	over	your	servant,	for	
you	are	a	near	kinsman.’”	

Given	the	merry,	troubled	sleep	signifies	Christ’s	death	on	the	Cross,	

then	this	woman	figures	the	Virgin	Mary,	His	handmaid	and	near	kin.		

Ruth	“slept	at	his	feet	<ll	the	night	was	going	off”	(Ruth	3:14),	so	Mary	

parUcipates	in	the	Crucifixion	unUl	evil	is	ended.



Christ’s Passion in Boaz

For	this	Boaz	fills	Ruth’s	mantle	with	barley	(Ruth	3:15),	so	the	Church	

sees	the	souls	of	the	saved	as	gathered	under	Mary’s	mantle.		

Now	we	see	why	it	was	said	of	Ruth	that	she	came	“εἰς Βαιθλεεµ ἐν 
ἀρχῇ θερισµοῦ”	(Ruth	1:22)—she	came	into	Bethlehem	at	the	

beginning	of	the	harvest.	Indeed,	Mary’s	arrival	in	Bethlehem	was	the	

beginning	of	the	salvaUon	of	souls,	the	shepherds	and	wise	men	being	
the	first	sheaves	and	gleanings.



Our Death is in Him Eternal Rest

On	the	lips	of	Jesus,	Who	is	God	the	Author	of	Scripture,	‘sleep’	can	
indicate	death:	“Lazarus	is	sleeping…”	(Jn	11:11-13);	and	in	another	

place,	Jesus	“said	‘Give	place,	for	the	girl	is	not	dead,	but	sleeps’.	And	

they	laughed	him	to	scorn”	(Mt	9:24).	

If	what	we	think	is	sleep	means	His	death,	and	what	we	think	is	our	

death	He	calls	sleep,	shall	we	not	believe	all	the	more	firmly	that	our	
death	really	mean	entering	His	‘rest’?



Why is the Old Testament remembered?

Each	of	these	events,	reported	in	the	Old	Testament,	is	strange,	each	
seems	incomplete,	or	open-ended,	awaiUng	its	interpretaUon.	Each	

alone	raises	the	quesUon,	“Who	will	show	us	what	this	means?”;	and	

taken	together	the	quesUons	grow	stronger,	“Why	were	these	stories	
recorded?	Why	guarded	and	passed	on	through	all	the	ages?	Where	

did	they	come	from,	what	do	they	signify?”		

Although	one	may	see	there	is	a	connecUon	between	all	these	stories,	

the	quesUons	remain	hopeless	unUl	one	looks	to	Christ	on	the	Cross	
and	accepts	their	fulfilment	in	Him,	as	explained	the	Church.	Seeing	

this,	then	a	burst	of	Light	engulfs	the	enUre	Old	Testament,	illuminaUng	
it	like	a	stupendous	flare:	it	was	all,	always,	all	about	Jesus	Christ!

Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Boaz, David, Jonah, Ezekiel



Centre of Creation and Life

• Jesus’	Passion	fills	the	lives	of	His	saints.	It	should	fill	ours	too.	

• Jesus’	Passion	is	the	central	theme	from	the	beginning	of	human	

history.	It	informs	all	history	as	anUcipated,	as	happening,	and	as	

commemorated.	

• Our	closest	access	to	His	Passion	is	through	Holy	Mass.	Here	His	

Sacrifice	will	form	us	to	serve	Him	in	the	world.



Discovering Jesus Christ 
in the Old Testament

St Mary’s Shrine: Lent, 2016: Part 3 of 4



Four Talks
• 17th Feb: That Jesus is in the Old Testament 
Jesus, the Evangelists and Apostles clearly testify that Jesus is to be 
found in Moses, the Prophets & the Psalms. 

• 24th Feb: How Jesus is in the Old Testament 
The Passion of Christ figured in Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, 
Boaz, David, Jonah and Ezekiel. 

• 2nd March: That Jesus is present through all the Old Testament 
St Stephen on Jesus in Abraham, Joseph & Moses: a resume of the 
Pentateuch in under 1,000 words (Acts 7). 

• 9th March: That Jesus is present at all levels in the Old Testament 
Searching Scripture through seven lenses, from microscope to 
telescope: discovering a ‘eucharistic’ presence.



St Stephen’s Martyrdom

Acts	6:9-15	“Then	some	of	those	who	belonged	to	the	synagogue…	
arose	and	disputed	with	Stephen.	But	they	could	not	withstand	the	

wisdom	and	the	Spirit	with	which	he	spoke.	Then	they	secretly	
insUgated	men,	who	said,	‘We	have	heard	him	speak	blasphemous	

words	against	Moses	and	God.’	And	they	sUrred	up	the	people	and	the	

elders	and	the	scribes,	and	they	came	upon	him	and	seized	him	and	
brought	him	before	the	council,	and	set	up	false	witnesses	who	said,	

‘This	man	never	ceases	to	speak	words	against	this	holy	place	and	the	
law;	for	we	have	heard	him	say	that	this	Jesus	of	Nazareth	will	

destroy	this	place,	and	will	change	the	customs	which	Moses	
delivered	to	us.’	And	gazing	at	him,	all	who	sat	in	the	council	saw	that	

his	face	was	like	the	face	of	an	angel.”



False accusation against  
Jesus and St Stephen

Acts	6:14-7:1	“for	we	have	heard	him	say	that	this	Jesus	of	Nazareth	
will	destroy	this	place,	and	will	change	the	customs	which	Moses	

delivered	to	us.’	And	gazing	at	him,	all	who	sat	in	the	council	saw	that	
his	face	was	like	the	face	of	an	angel.	And	the	high	priest	said,	‘Is	this	

so?’	And	Stephen	said:	‘Brethren	and	fathers,	hear	me…’	

• Jesus	did	not	say	He	would	destroy	the	Temple	but	that	they	would	
‘destroy	this	Temple’	that	is,	His	Body	(Jn	2:19-22;	Mt	26:61).	

• And	Jesus	said	He	came	not	to	abolish	but	to	fulfils	the	Law	(Mt	
5:17).		

We	can	expect	St	Stephen	to	affirm	these	two	points.



1 And the high priest said, "Is this so?" 2 And Stephen said: "Brethren and fathers, hear me.  
The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, 'Depart from your land 
and from your kindred and go into the land which I will show you.' 4 Then he departed from the land of the Chaldeans, and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God 
removed him from there into this land in which you are now living; 5 yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot's length, but promised to give it to him in possession 
and to his posterity after him, though he had no child. 6 And God spoke to this effect, that his posterity would be aliens in a land belonging to others, who would enslave them 
and ill-treat them four hundred years. 7 'But I will judge the nation which they serve,' said God, 'and after that they shall come out and worship me in this place.' 8 And he gave 
him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the 
twelve patriarchs.  
9 And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him, 10 and rescued him out of all his afflictions, and gave him 
favour and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him governor over Egypt and over all his household. 11 Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, 
and great affliction, and our fathers could find no food. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent forth our fathers the first time. 13 And at the second visit 
Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to Pharaoh. 14 And Joseph sent and called to him Jacob his father and all his kindred, seventy-
five souls; 15 and Jacob went down into Egypt. And he died, himself and our fathers, 16 and they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for 
a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem. 17 "But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt 
18 till there arose over Egypt another king who had not known Joseph. 19 He dealt craftily with our race and forced our fathers to expose their infants, that they might not be 
kept alive.  
20 At this time Moses was born, and was beautiful before God. And he was brought up for three months in his father's house; 21 and when he was 
exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own son. 22 And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words 
and deeds. 23 "When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the sons of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed 
man and avenged him by striking the Egyptian. 25 He supposed that his brethren understood that God was giving them deliverance by his hand, but they did not understand. 26 
And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarrelling and would have reconciled them, saying, 'Men, you are brethren, why do you wrong each other?' 27 But 
the man who was wronging his neighbour thrust him aside, saying, 'Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?' 
29 At this retort Moses fled, and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he became the father of two sons. 30 "Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him 
in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it he wondered at the sight; and as he drew near to look, the voice of the Lord came, 32 'I am the 
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.' And Moses trembled and did not dare to look. 33 And the Lord said to him, 'Take off the shoes from your 
feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the ill-treatment of my people that are in Egypt and heard their groaning, and I have come down to 
deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.' 35 "This Moses whom they refused, saying, 'Who made you a ruler and a judge?' God sent as both ruler and deliverer by 
the hand of the angel that appeared to him in the bush. 36 He led them out, having performed wonders and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty 
years. 37 This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, 'God will raise up for you a prophet from your brethren as he raised me up.' 38 This is he who was in the congregation in the 
wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers; and he received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him 
aside, and in their hearts they turned to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, 'Make for us gods to go before us; as for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know 
what has become of him.' 41 And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol and rejoiced in the works of their hands.  
42 But God turned and gave them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets: 'Did you offer to me slain 
beasts and sacrifices, forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 43 And you took up the tent of Moloch, and the star of the god Rephan, the figures which you made to 
worship; and I will remove you beyond Babylon.' 44 "Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, even as he who spoke to Moses directed him to make it, according to 
the pattern that he had seen. 45 Our fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations which God thrust out before our fathers. So it was until the days 
of David, 46 who found favour in the sight of God and asked leave to find a habitation for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most 
High does not dwell in houses made with hands; as the prophet says, 49 'Heaven is my throne, and earth my footstool. What house will you build for me, says the Lord, or what is 
the place of my rest? 50 Did not my hand make all these things?' 51 "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers 
did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it."  
54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth against him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; 56 and he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God." 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together upon him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him; and the witnesses 
laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 And he knelt down and 
cried with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

Abraham

Martyrdom of St Stephen

Idolatry & the Temple

Joseph

Moses

“The Righteous One”
“The Son of Man”



Summarising the Law in the Saints

St	Stephen	condenses	over	1,000	years	of	history	and	100,000	words	
of	the	Torah	into	less	than	a	1,000	words	by	focussing	on	three	key	

figures:	Abraham,	Joseph	and	Moses.		

Of	the	50	chapters	of	Genesis,	one	quarter	is	dominated	by	Abraham;	
another	quarter	by	Joseph;	and	the	other	four	books	of	the	Pentateuch	

are	thoroughly	dominated	by	Moses.	So	90%	of	the	Torah	(aka	“the	
Law”)	is	bound	up	with	the	lives	of	these	three	men.		

St	Stephen	leads	us	to	understand	what	is	most	important	in	their	
lives:	namely	how	these	God-loving	souls	suffered	for	the	redempUon	

of	their	family	(Abraham),	brothers	(Joseph),	people	(Moses).	Thus	the	
three	are	all	expressions	of	Jesus	Christ,	coming	gradually	into	focus.



Abraham
Acts	7:2-8	“And	Stephen	said:	‘Brethren	and	fathers,	hear	me.	The	God	of	glory	
appeared	to	our	father	Abraham,	when	he	was	in	Mesopotamia,	before	he	
lived	in	Haran,	and	said	to	him,	'Depart	from	your	land	and	from	your	kindred	
and	go	into	the	land	which	I	will	show	you.'	Then	he	departed	from	the	land	
of	the	Chaldeans,	and	lived	in	Haran.	And	aWer	his	father	died,	God	removed	
him	from	there	into	this	land	in	which	you	are	now	living;	yet	he	gave	him	no	
inheritance	in	it,	not	even	a	foot's	length,	but	promised	to	give	it	to	him	in	
possession	and	to	his	posterity	aWer	him,	though	he	had	no	child.	And	God	
spoke	to	this	effect,	that	his	posterity	would	be	aliens	in	a	land	belonging	to	
others,	who	would	enslave	them	and	ill-treat	them	four	hundred	years.	'But	I	
will	judge	the	naUon	which	they	serve,'	said	God,	'and	aWer	that	they	shall	
come	out	and	worship	me	in	this	place.'	And	he	gave	him	the	covenant	of	
circumcision.	And	so	Abraham	became	the	father	of	Isaac,	and	circumcised	him	
on	the	eighth	day;	and	Isaac	became	the	father	of	Jacob,	and	Jacob	of	the	
twelve	patriarchs.”



Obedient to the High Priest:  
St Stephen answers the accusations

Reading	Acts	7,	one	might	think	St	Stephen	side-steps	the	high	priest’s	
quesUon.	However	Jesus	was	notably	silent	before	Pilate,	Herod	and	

Caiaphas,	unUl	the	last	of	these	in	his	official	capacity	as	high	priest	

adjured	Jesus	to	answer	him.	Then	Jesus	obeyed.	God	obeys	a	corrupt	
man	of	wicked	intent!	For	God	Himself	had	established	the	authority	of	

the	high	priest,	and	God	is	never	unfaithful.	Therefore	Jesus	obeyed,	
knowing	He	would	be	killed	for	it	(Mk	14:60-64;	Mt	26:62-66).		

Likewise	St	Stephen,	being	conformed	to	Christ,	is	obedient	to	the	high	
priest’s	direct	quesUon,	knowing	it	would	cost	Him	His	life	(Acts	6:5;	

7:57-60).	Far	from	avoiding	the	quesUon,	we	see	that	St	Stephen’s	
tesUmony,	by	unlocking	the	profound	meaning	of	the	Old	Testament,	is	

a	perfect	refutaUon	of	the	accusaUons	against	Jesus.



Joseph
Acts	7:9-19	“And	the	patriarchs,	jealous	of	Joseph,	sold	him	into	Egypt;	but	God	
was	with	him,	and	rescued	him	out	of	all	his	afflicOons,	and	gave	him	favour	
and	wisdom	before	Pharaoh,	king	of	Egypt,	who	made	him	governor	over	Egypt	

and	over	all	his	household.	Now	there	came	a	famine	throughout	all	Egypt	and	
Canaan,	and	great	afflicUon,	and	our	fathers	could	find	no	food.	But	when	Jacob	
heard	that	there	was	grain	in	Egypt,	he	sent	forth	our	fathers	the	first	Ume.	And	
at	the	second	visit	Joseph	made	himself	known	to	his	brothers,	and	Joseph's	
family	became	known	to	Pharaoh.	And	Joseph	sent	and	called	to	him	Jacob	his	
father	and	all	his	kindred,	seventy-five	souls;	and	Jacob	went	down	into	Egypt.	
And	he	died,	himself	and	our	fathers,	and	they	were	carried	back	to	Shechem	and	
laid	in	the	tomb	that	Abraham	had	bought	for	a	sum	of	silver	from	the	sons	of	
Hamor	in	Shechem.	But	as	the	Ume	of	the	promise	drew	near,	which	God	had	
granted	to	Abraham,	the	people	grew	and	mulUplied	in	Egypt	Ull	there	arose	over	

Egypt	another	king	who	had	not	known	Joseph.	He	dealt	craWily	with	our	race	
and	forced	our	fathers	to	expose	their	infants,	that	they	might	not	be	kept	alive.”



Expect to hear about Jesus

• Jesus	commanded	His	disciples	to	preach	to	the	whole	world,	
beginning	in	Jerusalem,	that	His	Passion,	Death	and	ResurrecUon	is	

wri}en	of	in	Moses,	the	Prophets	and	the	Psalms	(Lk	24:47;	cf	Mk	

16:15).	As	St	Peter	did	exactly	this	on	Pentecost,	we	are	not	
surprised	to	find	St	Stephen	to	do	likewise.	

• Furthermore	St	Luke	explains	his	purpose	in	wriUng	his	Gospel	and	
the	Acts	of	the	Apostles	is	to	tell	of	“all	things	which	Jesus	began	to	

do	and	to	teach”	(Acts	1:1,8).	St	Luke,	appointed	to	be	an	evangelist,	
shows	the	saints	preaching	Jesus’	teaching.



Moses
Acts	7:20-32	“At	this	Ume	Moses	was	born,	and	was	beauUful	before	God.	And	he	was	
brought	up	for	three	months	in	his	father's	house;	and	when	he	was	exposed,	Pharaoh's	
daughter	adopted	him	and	brought	him	up	as	her	own	son.	And	Moses	was	instructed	in	
all	the	wisdom	of	the	EgypUans,	and	he	was	mighty	in	his	words	and	deeds.	When	he	was	
forty	years	old,	it	came	into	his	heart	to	visit	his	brethren,	the	sons	of	Israel.	And	seeing	
one	of	them	being	wronged,	he	defended	the	oppressed	man	and	avenged	him	by	
striking	the	EgypUan.	He	supposed	that	his	brethren	understood	that	God	was	giving	
them	deliverance	by	his	hand,	but	they	did	not	understand.	And	on	the	following	day	he	
appeared	to	them	as	they	were	quarrelling	and	would	have	reconciled	them,	saying,	
'Men,	you	are	brethren,	why	do	you	wrong	each	other?'	But	the	man	who	was	wronging	
his	neighbour	thrust	him	aside,	saying,	'Who	made	you	a	ruler	and	a	judge	over	us?	Do	
you	want	to	kill	me	as	you	killed	the	EgypUan	yesterday?'	At	this	retort	Moses	fled,	and	
became	an	exile	in	the	land	of	Midian,	where	he	became	the	father	of	two	sons.	Now	
when	forty	years	had	passed,	an	angel	appeared	to	him	in	the	wilderness	of	Mount	Sinai,	
in	a	flame	of	fire	in	a	bush.	When	Moses	saw	it	he	wondered	at	the	sight;	and	as	he	drew	
near	to	look,	the	voice	of	the	Lord	came,	'I	am	the	God	of	your	fathers,	the	God	of	
Abraham	and	of	Isaac	and	of	Jacob.'	And	Moses	trembled	and	did	not	dare	to	look.”



Moses
Acts	7:33-41	“And	the	Lord	said	to	him,	'Take	off	the	shoes	from	your	feet,	for	the	
place	where	you	are	standing	is	holy	ground.	I	have	surely	seen	the	ill-treatment	of	
my	people	that	are	in	Egypt	and	heard	their	groaning,	and	I	have	come	down	to	
deliver	them.	And	now	come,	I	will	send	you	to	Egypt.'	This	Moses	whom	they	
refused,	saying,	'Who	made	you	a	ruler	and	a	judge?'	God	sent	as	both	ruler	and	
deliverer	by	the	hand	of	the	angel	that	appeared	to	him	in	the	bush.	He	led	them	
out,	having	performed	wonders	and	signs	in	Egypt	and	at	the	Red	Sea,	and	in	the	
wilderness	for	forty	years.	This	is	the	Moses	who	said	to	the	Israelites,	'God	will	
raise	up	for	you	a	prophet	from	your	brethren	as	he	raised	me	up.'	This	is	he	who	
was	in	the	congregaUon	in	the	wilderness	with	the	angel	who	spoke	to	him	at	
Mount	Sinai,	and	with	our	fathers;	and	he	received	living	oracles	to	give	to	us.	Our	
fathers	refused	to	obey	him,	but	thrust	him	aside,	and	in	their	hearts	they	turned	
to	Egypt,	saying	to	Aaron,	'Make	for	us	gods	to	go	before	us;	as	for	this	Moses	who	
led	us	out	from	the	land	of	Egypt,	we	do	not	know	what	has	become	of	him.'	And	
they	made	a	calf	in	those	days,	and	offered	a	sacrifice	to	the	idol	and	rejoiced	in	
the	works	of	their	hands.”



Idolatry & The Temple
Acts	7:42-48	“But	God	turned	and	gave	them	over	to	worship	the	host	of	
heaven,	as	it	is	wri}en	in	the	book	of	the	prophets:	'Did	you	offer	to	me	

slain	beasts	and	sacrifices,	forty	years	in	the	wilderness,	O	house	of	Israel?	
And	you	took	up	the	tent	of	Moloch,	and	the	star	of	the	god	Rephan,	the	

figures	which	you	made	to	worship;	and	I	will	remove	you	beyond	Babylon.'	
Our	fathers	had	the	tent	of	witness	in	the	wilderness,	even	as	he	who	spoke	

to	Moses	directed	him	to	make	it,	according	to	the	pa}ern	that	he	had	

seen.	Our	fathers	in	turn	brought	it	in	with	Joshua	when	they	dispossessed	
the	naUons	which	God	thrust	out	before	our	fathers.	So	it	was	unUl	the	days	

of	David,	who	found	favour	in	the	sight	of	God	and	asked	leave	to	find	a	
habitaUon	for	the	God	of	Jacob.	But	it	was	Solomon	who	built	a	house	for	

him.	Yet	the	Most	High	does	not	dwell	in	houses	made	with	hands”



Idolatry & The Temple
Acts	7:47-53	“But	it	was	Solomon	who	built	a	house	for	him.	Yet	the	Most	
High	does	not	dwell	in	houses	made	with	hands;	as	the	prophet	says,	

'Heaven	is	my	throne,	and	earth	my	footstool.	What	house	will	you	build	for	
me,	says	the	Lord,	or	what	is	the	place	of	my	rest?	Did	not	my	hand	make	all	

these	things?'	You	sUff-necked	people,	uncircumcised	in	heart	and	ears,	you	
always	resist	the	Holy	Spirit.	As	your	fathers	did,	so	do	you.	Which	of	the	

prophets	did	not	your	fathers	persecute?	And	they	killed	those	who	

announced	beforehand	the	coming	of	the	Righteous	One,	whom	you	have	
now	betrayed	and	murdered,	you	who	received	the	law	as	delivered	by	

angels	and	did	not	keep	it."



St Stephen’s Martyrdom
Acts	7:54-60	“Now	when	they	heard	these	things	they	were	enraged,	and	
they	ground	their	teeth	against	him.	But	he,	full	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	gazed	

into	heaven	and	saw	the	glory	of	God,	and	Jesus	standing	at	the	right	hand	
of	God;	and	he	said,	‘Behold,	I	see	the	heavens	opened,	and	the	Son	of	man	

standing	at	the	right	hand	of	God.’	But	they	cried	out	with	a	loud	voice	and	
stopped	their	ears	and	rushed	together	upon	him.	Then	they	cast	him	out	

of	the	city	and	stoned	him;	and	the	witnesses	laid	down	their	garments	at	

the	feet	of	a	young	man	named	Saul.	And	as	they	were	stoning	Stephen,	he	
prayed,	‘Lord	Jesus,	receive	my	spirit.’	And	he	knelt	down	and	cried	with	a	

loud	voice,	‘Lord,	do	not	hold	this	sin	against	them.’	And	when	he	had	said	
this,	he	fell	asleep.”



St Stephen’s Response is Perfect
The	hypocrites	are	guilty	of	the	very	charges	they	level	against	Jesus:	

“for	we	have	heard	him	say	that	this	Jesus	of	Nazareth	will	destroy	this	
place,	and	will	change	the	customs	which	Moses	delivered	to	us.”	

• Neither	Jesus	nor	St	Stephen	spoke	of	destroying	the	Temple,	but	St	
Stephen	reminds	the	accusers	that	God	does	not	regard	the	Temple	

as	absolute.	In	killing	Jesus	they	sought	to	destroy	the	true	Temple.	

• St	Stephen	shows	Jesus	does	not	change	the	Law	but	fulfils	it	more	

deeply	than	any	could	have	expected.	The	form	of	the	Law	is	Jesus.	

In	rejecUng	Jesus,	His	accusers	reject	Moses	(Mt	15:3;	Jn	5:45;	7:19).	

Jesus	does	not	speak	against	the	Holy	Place;	He	is	the	Holy	Place.		

Jesus	does	not	change	the	Law;	He	is	the	Law,	the	Form	of	Life.



Second Comings
Abraham,	Joseph	and	Moses	all	perfect	a	second	Ume	around	what	was	
inchoate	the	first	Ume.	This	fulfilling	of	promises	and	missions	figures	

Jesus’	Mission,	the	consummaUon	of	which	is	to	be	made	manifest	in	His	
Second	Coming.	

• Abraham	came	down	to	Canaan	and	God	promised	him	descendants	
who	would	inherit	the	land.	Then	Abraham	went	down	into	Egypt,	and	

only	when	back	in	Canaan	25	years	later	did	he	father	Isaac.	

• Joseph	told	his	brothers	his	dream	indicaUng	he	would	be	like	a	king	
ruling	over	them.	It	was	about	25	years	later	that	his	brothers	found	it	to	

be	true.	

• Moses	slew	the	slave	master	using	his	hands	[parUcular],	but	came	back	

40	years	later	as	God’s	instrument	to	overcome	Pharaoh	[universal].



“With Christ I am nailed to the Cross. 
And I live, now not I: but Christ lives in me.” 

(Gal 2:19-20)

Jesus	lives	in	Abraham,	Joseph	and	Moses	and	lives	in	St	Stephen	too.	
The	lives	of	the	saints	of	both	the	Old	&	New	Testaments	follow	the	

pa}ern	of	Jesus,	especially	His	Passion,	Death	&	ResurrecUon.	So	also	
should	it	be	in	our	lives.	

“I am the Resurrection and the Life” 
(Jn 11:25)



Discovering Jesus Christ 
in the Old Testament

St Mary’s Shrine: Lent, 2016: Part 4 of 4



Four Talks
• 17th Feb: That Jesus is in the Old Testament 
Jesus, the Evangelists and Apostles clearly testify that Jesus is to be 
found in Moses, the Prophets & the Psalms. 

• 24th Feb: How Jesus is in the Old Testament 
The Passion of Christ figured in Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, 
Boaz, David, Jonah and Ezekiel. 

• 2nd March: That Jesus is present through all the Old Testament 
St Stephen on Jesus in Abraham, Joseph & Moses: a resume of the 
Pentateuch in under 1,000 words (Acts 7). 

• 9th March: That Jesus is present at all levels in the Old Testament 
Searching Scripture through seven lenses, from microscope to 
telescope: discovering a ‘eucharistic’ presence.



7 Levels: microscope to telescope

• Pericope—Wisdom	2:12-22	Let	us	torture	the	son	of	God	

• Sentence—Genesis	1:4	God	divided	the	light	from	the	darkness	

• Word—Gen	41:45	Ψονθοµφανηχ	

• Le}ers—Gen	1:1			ת  ב  א	
• Books—Biographical	Aspects	of	Jesus	

• Groups	of	Books—Trinitarian	Structure	of	the	Old	Testament	

• The	Canon—“A	compact	city	built	of	living	stones”



Pericope: Let us torture the son of God
Wisdom	2:1-11	gives	the	reasoning	of	the	Godless.	They	say	life	ends	in	nothing.	We	are	
born	by	chance.	Soul	and	reason	transient,	material	phenomena.	Let	us	maximise	fun,	let	us	
exploit	the	weak.	Might	is	right.	Then	they	conUnue:	

Wis	2:12-22	“‘Let	us	lie	in	wait	for	the	righteous	man,	because	he	is	inconvenient	to	us	and	
opposes	our	acUons;	he	reproaches	us	for	sins	against	the	law,	and	accuses	us	of	sins	against	
our	training.	He	professes	to	have	knowledge	of	God,	and	calls	himself	a	child	of	the	Lord.	He	
became	to	us	a	reproof	of	our	thoughts;	the	very	sight	of	him	is	a	burden	to	us,	because	his	
manner	of	life	is	unlike	that	of	others,	and	his	ways	are	strange.	We	are	considered	by	him	as	
something	base,	and	he	avoids	our	ways	as	unclean;	he	calls	the	last	end	of	the	righteous	
happy,	and	boasts	that	God	is	his	father.	Let	us	see	if	his	words	are	true,	and	let	us	test	what	
will	happen	at	the	end	of	his	life;	for	if	the	righteous	man	is	God's	son,	he	will	help	him,	and	
will	deliver	him	from	the	hand	of	his	adversaries.	Let	us	test	him	with	insult	and	torture,	
that	we	may	find	out	how	gentle	he	is,	and	make	trial	of	his	forbearance.	Let	us	condemn	
him	to	a	shameful	death,	for,	according	to	what	he	says,	he	will	be	protected.’	Thus	they	
reasoned,	but	they	were	led	astray,	for	their	wickedness	blinded	them,	and	they	did	not	
know	the	secret	purposes	of	God,	nor	hope	for	the	wages	of	holiness…”



Sentences: Light
Gen	1:3-5	“And	God	said,	‘Let	there	be	light’;	and	there	was	light.	And	
God	saw	that	the	light	was	good;	and	God	separated	the	light	from	
the	darkness.	God	called	the	light	Day,	and	the	darkness	he	called	
Night.	And	there	was	evening	and	there	was	morning,	one	day.”	

-	Jesus:	“I	am	the	light	of	the	world”	(Jn	8:12;	9:5)	

-	“In	the	beginning	was	the	Word:	and	the	Word	was	with	God:	and	the	
Word	was	God.	The	same	was	in	the	beginning	with	God.	All	things	were	
made	by	Him:	and	without	Him	was	made	nothing	that	was	made.		In	Him	

was	life:	and	the	life	was	the	light	of	men.	And	the	light	shineth	in	darkness:	
and	the	darkness	did	not	comprehend	it.”	(Jn	1:1-5)	

-	“You	are	the	light	of	the	world…	So	let	your	light	shine	before	men,	that	
they	may	see	your	good	works,	and	glorify	your	Father	who	is	in	

Heaven.”	(Mt	5:14-16)



Darkness not made—no duality
Gen	1:3-5	“And	God	said,	‘Let	there	be	light’;	and	there	was	

light.	And	God	saw	that	the	light	was	good;	and	God	
separated	the	light	from	the	darkness.	God	called	the	light	

Day,	and	the	darkness	he	called	Night.	And	there	was	evening	
and	there	was	morning,	one	day.”	

-	“And	this	is	the	declaraUon	which	we	have	heard	from	Him	and	

declare	unto	you:	That	God	is	light	and	in	Him	there	is	no	darkness.”	
(1	Jn	1:5)	

-	“Bear	not	the	yoke	with	unbelievers.	For	what	parUcipaUon	hath	
jusUce	with	injusUce?	Or	what	fellowship	hath	light	with	darkness?”	

(2	Cor	6:14)	

One	day—CreaUon	/	history



Declaring Day and Night—Judgement
Gen	1:3-5	“And	God	said,	‘Let	there	be	light’;	and	there	was	light.	And	
God	saw	that	the	light	was	good;	and	God	separated	the	light	from	
the	darkness.	God	called	the	light	Day,	and	the	darkness	he	called	
Night.	And	there	was	evening	and	there	was	morning,	one	day.”	

-	“I	am	come,	a	light	into	the	world,	that	whosoever	believes	in	Me	may	not	
remain	in	darkness.”	(Jn	12:46)	

-	“He	that	says	he	is	in	the	light	and	hates	his	brother	is	in	darkness	even	
unUl	now.	He	that	loves	his	brother	abides	in	the	light:	and	there	is	no	
scandal	in	him.”	(1	Jn	2:9-10)	

-	“And	this	is	the	judgment:	Because	the	light	is	come	into	the	world	and	men	
loved	darkness	rather	than	the	light:	for	their	works	were	evil.	For	every	one	
that	doth	evil	hates	the	light	and	comes	not	to	the	light,	that	his	works	may	
not	be	reproved.	But	he	that	does	truth	comes	to	the	light,	that	his	works	
may	be	made	manifest:	because	they	are	done	in	God.”	(Jn	3:19-21)



Words: Ψονθοµφανηχ—‰·’̧”µP œµ’̧–´˜

-	Pharaoh,	the	only	man	more	powerful	than	Joseph,	named	him	
Saviour	of	the	World	(Zaph’enath-pane’ah).	It	is	ulUmately	Jesus	Who	is	
signified	by	this	Utle,	and	therefore	by	the	life	of	Joseph.		

-	The	account	of	Joseph’s	adulthood	tells	us	three	Umes	at	its	beginning	
“his	brothers	hated	him”	(Gen	37:4,5,8).	The	reasons	Scripture	gives	are	
because	he	was	most	loved	by	his	father,	and	he	saw	what	they	could	
not	see,	and	he	would	be	king	over	them.	

-	Joseph’s	various	garments	are	menUoned	recurrently.	At	the	
beginning,	his	father	gave	him	a	precious	“coat	of	divers	colours”;	aWer	
this	he	was	reduced	to	wearing	a	loincloth,	a	slave’s	“garment”—even	
this	was	stripped	from	him;	and	finally,	aWer	his	ordeals	pharaoh	gave	
him	a	“robe	of	silk”	(Gen	37:3;	39:12-13;	41:42).



Words: Ψονθοµφανηχ—‰·’̧”µP œµ’̧–´˜

-	Despite	his	excepUonally	good	and	frui|ul	labours,	Joseph	incurred	the	
sudden	enmity	of	PoUphar’s	wife.	In	this	she	may	stand	for	the	Sanhedrin	of	
Jesus’	Ume,	for	she	is	married	to	worldly	power	(PoUphar)	and	she	accused	
Joseph	of	the	very	thing	which	she	had	been	trying	to	tempt	him	to	do	(to	lie	
with	her—Gen	39:7,14-17),	while	the	Sanhedrin	wanted	a	worldly	Messiah	to	
deliver	them	from	Rome,	yet	they	accuse	Jesus	of	this	very	thing	which	He	
refused	(to	lead	them	as	a	king	against	Caesar).	Her	worldly	desire	corresponds	
with	that	of	the	Sanhedrin	in	Jesus’	Ume,	while	Joseph’s	unimpeachable	
chasUty	speaks	of	Jesus’	faithful	focus	on	His	divine	mission.		

-	Joseph’s	being	an	interpreter	of	dreams	makes	him	a	type	of	Jesus	as	Judge—
the	butler,	the	baker,	and	later	pharaoh.	Their	strange	dreams	were	an	insoluble	
puzzle	to	everyone	else.	But	Joseph	could	see	that	these	dreams	held	men’s	
desUnies:	the	butler’s	for	his	redempUon;	the	baker’s	for	his	condemnaUon;	and	
pharaoh’s	for	the	blessings	and	trials	of	enUre	naUons.



Words: Ψονθοµφανηχ—‰·’̧”µP œµ’̧–´˜

-	Pharaoh	sent	a	herald	before	Joseph	“proclaiming	that	all	should	bow	their	
knee	before	him”	(Gen	41:43);	in	fulfilment,	at	the	Name	of	Jesus	“every	
knee	shall	bow”	(Phil	2:10).	And	pharaoh	names	Joseph	Zaph’enath-pane’ah	
(“Saviour	of	the	World”	Gen	41:45).	Then	in	the	fullness	of	Ume:	“And	we	
have	seen	and	do	tesUfy	that	the	Father	hath	sent	His	Son	to	be	the	Saviour	
of	the	world”	(1	Jn	4:14).	

Joseph	was	saviour	for	a	generaUon	in	Egypt	and	neighbours.	Jesus	is	Saviour	
for	the	enUre	world	and	of	all	generaUons.		

-	God	turns	evil	to	good	for	the	sake	of	salvaUon	of	many:	“‘You	thought	evil	
against	me:	but	God	turned	it	into	good,	that	he	might	exalt	me,	as	at	
present	you	see,	and	might	save	many	people.	Fear	not:	I	will	feed	you	and	
your	children.’	And	he	comforted	them,	and	spoke	gently	and	mildly.”	(Gen	
50:21-22.	See	also	Gen	42:24;	43:30;	45:1-2,4-8,14;	46:29)



Letters: “In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1)

ת ָהָאֶֽרץ׃ יִם ְוֵא֥ ת ַהָּׁשַמ֖ ים ֵא֥ א ֱאֹלִה֑ ית ָּבָר֣ ְּבֵראִׁש֖
 ְּבֵרא

ית  ִׁש֖

א   ָּבָר֣

ים   ֱאֹלִה֑

ת   ֵא֥

ת ָהָאֶֽרץ׃ יִם ְוֵא֥  ַהָּׁשַמ֖

Son of God 

Lamb of the Cross 

Son of God 

Triune God  

Alpha & Omega 

All in All



Books: The Five Books of Moses

Genesis	

Exodus	

LeviUcus	

Numbers		

Deuteronomy	

The	Torah

—	IncarnaUon	to	the	tomb	

—	Tomb	to	Pentecost	

—	‘Lev’:	the	heart—sacrificial	connecUon	with	Heaven	

—	Pentecost	to	the	final	threshold	

—	RecapitulaUon—Judgement	

—	An	historical	account,	which	tells	in	a	mysUcal	manner	of	
the	spiritual	history	of	redempUon,	the	life	of	the	Church,	
Head	and	members,	from	the	IncarnaUon	to	the	Last	Day.



—	Ezra		stands	for	Jesus	in	rebuilding	the	Temple:	Ezra	with	stones,	Jesus	in	His	
ResurrecUon.	

—	Nehemiah	stands	for	Jesus	in	his	rebuilding	the	walls	of	Jerusalem:	Nehemiah	with	
stone	stones,	Jesus	with	living	stones,	bapUsed	souls,	for	Jerusalem	is	the	Church.	

—	Job	figures	Jesus,	Who	by	His	IncarnaUon	voluntarily	surrendered	greater	wealth	
than	Job	had;	Who	in	taking	on	our	sins	suffered	from	the	most	repugnant	disease,	
worse	than	Job’s	boils;	Who	gave	up	even	His	life.	Throughout	His	tribulaUons,	with	
no	word	of	complaint,	Jesus	ceaselessly	praised	the	Goodness	of	His	Father.	The	
jusUce	of	man	is	to	acknowledge	the	perfect	jusUce	of	God	in	all	circumstances.	

—	Ecclesiastes:	“Vanity	of	vani<es,	all	is	vanity”	(Eccles	1:2)	wrote	the	Philosopher,	
correctly	describing	a	world	without	Jesus.	“Nothing	under	the	sun	is	new…”	(Eccles	
1:10),	at	least	unUl	the	IncarnaUon,	which	is	always	new	to	us.	

—	The	CanOcle	of	CanOcles	communicates	the	incommunicable,	telling	us	the	Love	
of	God	is	personal.	Our	treasure	in	Heaven	is	the	return	for	the	love	we	offered	to	
God	while	on	earth,	which	forms	our	very	idenUty.	It	cannot	belong	to	anybody	else.



Groups of Books: 
• 4	Gospels	(Mt,	Mk,	Lk,	Jn)—about	Jesus	Christ	

• Acts	of	the	Apostles—about	the	Church	at	her	very	beginning	

• Epistles—the	life	of	the	Church	always	

• Apocalypse—about	the	Church	at	her	end	

Therefore	the	New	Testament	is	constructed	as	nothing	else	than	Jesus	
Christ,	Head	&	Members	(Jesus	the	Person	plus	His	Body,	the	Church).	

Moreover	of	the	four	Gospels,	there	is	such	a	natural	grouping	of	the	

three	SynopUcs	and	then	St	John’s	as	somehow	different,	for	it	places	
great	emphasis	on	the	IncarnaUon,	that	we	may	see	in	the	New	

Testament	the	following	structure:	

Most	Holy	Trinity	+	the	Incarnate	God	+	His	Body	the	Church



Fundamental Structure of the  
Old Testament is Trinitarian

Moses the	Prophets	 the	Psalms

Torah / the Law /
Pentateuch

4 major + 12 minor / 
former + latter Ketuvim / Sapiential

Gn, Ex, Lev, Dt, Num

Is, Jer, Ez, Dan / 
Hos, Joel, Amos, Ob, 
Jon, Mic, Nah, Hab, 

Zeph, Hag, Zech, Mal

Ps, Prov, Job 
Song, Ruth, Ecc, Est 
Ez-Neh, Chron, Sir

Beginning, Principles, 
Patriarchs, Law

“Nothing in the 
Prophets which is not 

in the Law”

Psalms authored by the 
Holy Spirit (Mk 12:36; 

Acts 1:16; 2 Sam 23:2).



The Whole: The Canon

Whole:	complete,	organic,	at	this	level	know	what	a	thing	is:	the	

perfect	material	basis	for	knowing	God.	

Less	is	injury;	more	a	distracUon.	Deciding	the	Canon	is	inspired	like	

wriUng	the	books.	Or	else	each	must	be	their	own	judge	(i.e.	lost).	

Only	by	reverencing	the	whole	as	God’s	giW	to	man	through	His	Church	

can	we	possibly	read	any	parts.	Otherwise	some	think	it	mere	history	
or	legend	or	alien	or	out-dated.	The	whole	elevates	the	parts	to	their	

full	dignity.



Jesus	is	“the	cornerstone”	(Mt	21:42).	“For	an	other	founda<on	no	man	can	lay,	but	
that	which	is	laid:	which	is	Christ	Jesus”…	“the	rock”	(1	Cor	3:10;	10:4).		

Jesus	names	the	head	of	His	Apostles	“Peter”,	which	means	“stone”,	adding	“upon	
this	rock	I	will	build	My	Church”	(Mt	18:18).		

“God	is	able	of	these	stones	to	raise	up	children	to	Abraham”	(Mt	3:9).		

“Be	you	also	as	living	stones	built	up,	a	spiritual	house”	(1	Pet	2:5)	writes	the	first	
Pope,	for	“you	are	God’s	building”	(1	Cor	3:9)	adds	the	Apostle	to	the	GenUles.		

Stones	can	stand	for	persons.	Together	they	make	a	wall,	so	that	by	God’s	grace	“the	
walls	of	Jerusalem	may	be	built	up”	(Ps	50:20).		

If	properly	ordered,	together	walls	make	a	house;	or	a	palace;	or	a	temple;	or	a	
cathedral;	eventually	a	city.	The	city	is	Heaven.	St	AugusUne	says:	“…as	it	is	wri}en	
in	the	Psalm	[86]	concerning	all	saints,	of	whom	as	of	living	stones	is	built	that	
Jerusalem	which	is	the	mother	of	us	all,	eternal	in	the	heavens.”		

“And	the	founda<ons	of	the	wall	of	the	city	were	adorned	with	all	manner	of	
precious	stones…”	(Apoc	21:19).



Analogy of Eucharistic Presence
The	words	(stones),	sentences	(walls),	books	(palaces)	make	up	the	Canon	
(city).	Scripture	adds	up	to	a	perfect	whole,	a	city	with	“no	temple	

therein”	(Apoc	21:22),	for	the	whole	is	the	Temple,	Jesus.		

As	we	have	found	Jesus	in	(some)	words,	and	(some)	sentences,	and	certain	

pericopes,	then	the	Scriptures	become—as	much	as	they	can—an	image	of	the	
Holy	Eucharist,	for	the	whole	is	present	in	each	of	the	parts,	at	whatever	level.	

In	the	Holy	Eucharist	this	is	absolutely	true,	while	in	the	Sacred	Scriptures,	if	
we	do	not	find	all	of	Jesus	present	in	every	part,	we	do	find	aspects	of	Him.	

God’s	Plan	is	to	dwell	among	us,	even	within	us.	We	truly	enter	into	God’s	

House—His	Body—by	bapUsm,	wherein	His	Spirit	comes	to	dwell	in	us.	And	if	
we	abide	in	the	Sacred	Scriptures,	if	we	are	at	home	in	them—not	leaving	

parts	unexplored	or	uncared	for—then	God	is	surely	at	home	in	us.



Jesus Christ: present 
throughout the Old Testament
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