
The Great O’s— 
Seven Advent Antiphons



Veni, veni Emmanuel! 
Captivum solve Israel, 
qui gemit in exsilio, 
privatus Dei Filio. 

R: Gaude, gaude; Emmanuel 
nascetur pro te, Israel. 

Veni, O Sapientia! 
Quae hic disponis omnia, 
veni, viam prudentiae 
ut doceas et gloriae. R. 

Veni, veni Adonai! 
Qui populo in Sinai 
legem dedisti vertice, 
in Maiestate gloriae. R. 

Veni, O Jesse virgula! 
Ex hostis tuos ungula, 
de specu tuos tartari 
educ et antro barathri. R. 

Veni, Clavis Davidica! 
Regna reclude caelica! 
Fac iter tutum superum 
et claude vias inferum. R. 

Veni, veni O Oriens! 
Solare nos adveniens, 
noctis depelle nebulas 
dirasque noctis tenebras. R. 

Veni, veni, Rex gentium! 
Veni, Redemptor omnium, 
ut salvas tuos famulos 
peccati sibi conscios. R.

Veni, Veni Emmanuel
‘Veni, Veni Emmanuel’ is a synthesis of  the seven Great Antiphons that are used for Vespers 
during the octave before Christmas (Dec. 17-23). These antiphons are of  ancient origin, 
dating back to at least the ninth century. The hymn itself  is much more recent, first 
appearing in the C.18th Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum (Cologne 1710).



Isaiah 11:2-3: "The spirit of  the Lord shall rest upon him: a spirit of  wisdom and of  
understanding, a spirit of  counsel and of  strength, a spirit of  knowledge and fear of  
the Lord, and his delight shall be the fear of  the Lord.” 

Isaiah 28:29: "Wonderful is His counsel and great is His wisdom." 

See: Ecclus 24:5; Wis 8:1; Is 40:14. Also Prov 1:20; 8; 9; I Cor 1:30.

O eternal Wisdom, which 
proceedest from the mouth 
of  the Most High, reaching 
from one end of  creation 
unto the other, mightily and 
harmoniously disposing all 
things: come Thou to teach 
us the way of  understanding.



Isaiah 11:4-5: "But He shall judge the poor with justice, and decide aright for the 
land’s afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of  his mouth, and with the 
breath of  his lips he shall slay the wicked. Justice shall be the band around his waist, 
and faithfulness a belt upon his hips.”

Isaiah 33:22: "Indeed the Lord will be there with us, majestic; yes the Lord our 
judge, the Lord our lawgiver, the Lord our king, he it is who will save us.”

See Ex 3; Mic 5:2; Mt 2:6.

O Lord, and Ruler of  the 
House of  Israel, who 
appearedst unto Moses in the 
flame of  a burning bush, and 
gavest to him the Law in 
Sinai: Come to redeem us 
with a stretched out arm.



Isaiah 11:1: "But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of  Jesse, and from his roots a 
bud shall blossom.”

Isaiah 11:10: "On that day, the root of  Jesse, set up as a signal for the nations, the 
Gentiles shall seek out, for his dwelling shall be glorious.”

See Is 52:15; Heb 10:37. Also Rom15:12; Apoc 5:5.

O Root of  Jesse, who art 
placed for a sign of  the 
people, before whom kings 
shall shut their mouths, whom 
the Gentiles shall supplicate: 
come Thou to deliver us, do 
not tarry.



Isaiah 22:22: "And the key of  the house of  David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he 
shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.”

Isaiah 9:6:"His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, from David’s throne, and over 
His kingdom, which he confirms and sustains by judgment and justice, both now 
and forever.”

See Apoc 3:7; Gen 49:10; Is 42:7

O Key of  David and Sceptre of  
the house of  Israel, who openest 
and none shutteth, who shuttest 
and none openeth: come Thou, 
and bring forth the captive from 
the house of  bondage, who 
sitteth in darkness and in the 
shadow of  death.



Isaiah 9:1: "The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those 
who dwelt in the land of  gloom a light has shown.”

See Lk 1:78-79; Mal 4:2

O Rising Brightness of  
the Everlasting Light and 
Sun of  Righteousness: 
come Thou and enlighten 
those who sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of  
death.



Isaiah 9:5: "For a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion 
rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of  Peace.”

Isaiah 2:4: "He shall judge between the nations, and impose terms on many peoples. 
They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; one 
nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again.” 

See Jer 10:7; Hag. 2:7; Eph. 2:14; Gen. 2:7; Tob. 8:8. Also Apoc 15:3; Ps 118:22;  
Is 28:16; Mt 21:42; Mk 12:10; Lk 20:17; Acts 4:11; Eph 2:20; I Pet 2:6

O King and the Desire 
of  all nations, and 
chief  Corner-stone, 
who makest two to be 
one: come Thou and 
save man whom Thou 
formedst from the clay.



Isaiah 7:14: "The Lord himself  will give you this sign: the Virgin shall be with child, 
and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.” 

See: Is 33:22; Gen 49:10; Isa 37:10. See also Is 8:8; Mt 1:23; Hag 2:7

O Emmanuel, our 
King and Lawgiver, 
the gatherer of  the 
people and their 
Saviour: come Thou 
to save us, O Lord 
our God.



His Approach…

Sapientiae 

Adonai	 

Radix 

Clavis 

Oriens		  

Rex	 	  

Emmanuel
	  

In the beginning 

Distance: not yet Father 

Not yet appeared (underground) 

Belongs to the threshold; about to enter 

Look east! See Who is about to rise… 

Our King, of  many parables, is coming 

God With Us—Incarnation



His Arrival
He Who is many, nay All, is coming: God 

The 8th Day is the Day of  His Coming (as also Resurrection) 

Noah the “8th man” (see 2 Pet 2:5)—who is a type of  Christ 

“καὶ ἀρχαίου κόσμου οὐκ ἐφείσατο, ἀλλὰ ὄγδοον Νῶε δικαιοσύνης 
κήρυκα ἐφύλαξεν, κατακλυσμὸν κόσμῳ ἀσεβῶν ἐπάξας”  

“Et originali mundo non pepercit, sed octavum Noë justitiæ 
præconem custodivit, diluvium mundo impiorum inducens.”



Sapientiae 

Adonai	 

Radix 

Clavis 

Oriens		  

Rex	 	  

Emmanuel
	  

In the beginning 

Distance: not yet Father 

Not yet appeared (underground) 

Belongs to the threshold; about to enter 

Look east! See Who is about to rise… 

Our King, of  many parables, is coming 

God With Us—Incarnation

Medieval Mystery



Medieval Mystery

“Ero cras…” = “Tomorrow I will be / come” 

The 7 parts are excellent—they add up to a single whole—
and point beyond themselves: to Christmas / to the Last Day

E-R-O … C-R-A-S



Veni, veni Emmanuel! 
Captivum solve Israel, 
qui gemit in exsilio, 
privatus Dei Filio. 

R: Gaude, gaude; Emmanuel 
nascetur pro te, Israel. 

Veni, O Sapientia! 
Quae hic disponis omnia, 
veni, viam prudentiae 
ut doceas et gloriae. R. 

Veni, veni Adonai! 
Qui populo in Sinai 
legem dedisti vertice, 
in Maiestate gloriae. R. 

Veni, O Jesse virgula! 
Ex hostis tuos ungula, 
de specu tuos tartari 
educ et antro barathri. R. 

Veni, Clavis Davidica! 
Regna reclude caelica! 
Fac iter tutum superum 
et claude vias inferum. R. 

Veni, veni O Oriens! 
Solare nos adveniens, 
noctis depelle nebulas 
dirasque noctis tenebras. R. 

Veni, veni, Rex gentium! 
Veni, Redemptor omnium, 
ut salvas tuos famulos 
peccati sibi conscios. R.

Veni, Veni Emmanuel
‘Veni, Veni Emmanuel’ is a synthesis of  the seven Great Antiphons that are used for Vespers 
during the octave before Christmas (Dec. 17-23). These antiphons are of  ancient origin, 
dating back to at least the ninth century. The hymn itself  is much more recent, first 
appearing in the C.18th Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum (Cologne 1710).


