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Family Catechism Day
12th August 2016: CCC 134-141—Sacred Scripture

134 “All Sacred Scripture is but one book, and that one book is Christ, because all divine Scripture speaks of Christ, 
and all divine Scripture is fulfilled in Christ” (Hugh of St. Victor, De arca Noe 2, 8: PL 176, 642).
135 “The Sacred Scriptures contain the Word of God and, because they are inspired, they are truly the Word of God.”
136 God is the author of Sacred Scripture because He inspired its human authors; He acts in them and by means of 
them. He thus gives assurance that their writings teach without error His saving truth (cf DV 11).
137 Interpretation of the inspired Scripture must be attentive above all to what God wants to reveal through the 
sacred authors for our salvation. What comes from the Spirit is not fully “understood except by the Spirit's action' (cf. 
Origen, Hom. in Ex. 4, 5: PG 12, 320).
138 The Church accepts and venerates as inspired the 46 books of the Old Testament and the 27 books of the New.
139 The four Gospels occupy a central place because Christ Jesus is their centre.
140 The unity of the two Testaments proceeds from the unity of God's plan and His Revelation: the OT prepares for 
the New and the NT fulfils the Old; the two shed light on each other; both are true Word of God.
141 “The Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures as she venerated the Body of the Lord” (DV 21): both 
nourish and govern the whole Christian life. “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Ps 119:105)

Eucharistic: Presence at all Levels

Letter— Aramaic (Jesus) ת ; Paleo-Hebrew (King David) ; Proto-Sinaitic (Abraham)

Word—“sleep”: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Jonah, Ezekiel, David. [Prefiguration]
Sentence—“Are not my words as a fire, saith the Lord: and as a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?” (Jer 
23:29)—“I came to cast fire upon the earth; and would that it were already kindled!” (Lk 12:49) [Power]
Pericope—“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD; and you shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. And these words which I command you this day shall be upon 
your heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. And you shall bind them as a sign upon 
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. And you shall write them on the doorposts of your 
house and on your gates.” (Dt 6:4ff) [Living]
Book—“Give graciously to all the living, and withhold not kindness from the dead. Do not fail those who weep, but 
mourn with those who mourn. Do not shrink from visiting a sick man, because for such deeds you will be loved. In 
all you do, remember the end of your life, and then you will never sin.” (Sir 6:33-36) “Whoever touches pitch will 
be defiled, and whoever associates with a proud man will become like him… A rich man does wrong, and he even 
adds reproaches; a poor man suffers wrong, and he must add apologies.” (Sir 13:1-3) [Incarnate]
Group—NT, G & E: Incarnation, caput et membra; OT, T & N & K cf. Trinitarian, Father, Son, Spirit 
Canon—Miracle that Divine Revelation be thus expressed. God asked Moses to write. Purpose of language.

Christ—The Unique Word of Sacred Scripture
102 Through all the words of Sacred Scripture, God speaks only one single Word, His one Utterance in Whom He 
expresses himself completely: Cf. Heb 1:1-3 
105 “For Holy Mother Church, relying on the faith of the apostolic age, accepts as sacred and canonical the books of 
the Old and the New Testaments, whole and entire, with all their parts, on the grounds that, written under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they have God as their author, and have been handed on as such to the Church 
herself.” [DV 11; cf. Jn 20:31; 2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pt 1:19-21; 3:15-16]
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106 God inspired the human authors of the sacred books. “To compose the sacred books, God chose certain men 
who, all the while He employed them in this task, made full use of their own faculties and powers so that, though He 
acted in them and by them, it was as true authors that they consigned to writing whatever He wanted written, and no 
more.” [DV 11]
108 Still, the Christian faith is not a “religion of the book”. Christianity is the religion of the “Word” of God, “not a 
written and mute word, but incarnate and living”. [St. Bernard, S. missus est hom. 4, 11: PL 183, 86.]

The senses of Scripture
115 According to an ancient tradition, one can distinguish between two senses of Scripture: the literal and the 
spiritual, the latter being subdivided into the allegorical, moral and anagogical senses. the profound concordance of 
the four senses guarantees all its richness to the living reading of Scripture in the Church.
116 The literal sense is the meaning conveyed by the words of Scripture and discovered by exegesis, following the 
rules of sound interpretation: “All other senses of Sacred Scripture are based on the literal.” [St. Thomas Aquinas]
118 A medieval couplet summarizes the significance of the four senses: The Letter speaks of deeds; Allegory to 
faith; The Moral how to act; Anagogy our destiny.
119 But I would not believe in the Gospel, had not the authority of the Catholic Church already moved me. [St. 
Augustine, Contra epistolam Manichaei 5, 6: PL 42, 176.]

The Canon of Scripture
120 It was by the apostolic Tradition that the Church discerned which writings are to be included in the list of the 
sacred books.
122 Indeed, “the economy of the Old Testament was deliberately so oriented that it should prepare for and declare in 
prophecy the coming of Christ, redeemer of all men.” [DV 15]

The unity of the Old and New Testaments
128 The Church, as early as apostolic times [I Cor 10:6,11; Heb 10:1; l Pt 3:21], and then constantly in her 
Tradition, has illuminated the unity of the divine plan in the two Testaments through typology, which discerns in 
God's works of the Old Covenant prefigurations of what He accomplished in the fullness of time in the Person of His 
incarnate Son.
129 Christians therefore read the OT in the light of Christ crucified and risen. Such typological reading discloses the 
inexhaustible content of the OT; but it must not make us forget that the OT retains its own intrinsic value as 
Revelation reaffirmed by our Lord himself. [Cf. Mk 12:29-31] Besides, the NT has to be read in the light of the Old. 
Early Christian catechesis made constant use of the OT. [Cf. I Cor 5:6-8; 10:1-11] As an old saying put it, the NT 
lies hidden in the Old and the OT is unveiled in the New. [Cf. St. Augustine, Quaest. in Hept. 2, 73; Cf. DU 16]

Sacred Scripture in the Life of the Church
131 “And such is the force and power of the Word of God that it can serve the Church as her support and vigour, and 
the children of the Church as strength for their faith, food for the soul, and a pure and lasting fount of spiritual 
life.” [DV 21] Hence “access to Sacred Scripture ought to be open wide to the Christian faithful.” [DV 22]
132 “Therefore, the study of the sacred page should be the very soul of sacred theology. the ministry of the Word, 
too - pastoral preaching, catechetics and all forms of Christian instruction, among which the liturgical homily should 
hold pride of place - is healthily nourished and thrives in holiness through the Word of Scripture.” [DV 24]
133 The Church “forcefully and specifically exhorts all the Christian faithful... to learn the surpassing knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, by frequent reading of the divine Scriptures. Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ. [DV 25; 
cf. Phil 3:8 and St. Jerome, Commentariorum in Isaiam libri xviii prol.:PL 24,17B]


