
Looking at us today many outside the Church - & sadly many within - 
would think we were having some nice cosy devotion - a little extra 
hobby for those who liked that sort of thing. 
But that is NOT what is happening here. To characterize it as such is the 
work of the evil one, for it domesticates, privatizes and trivializes the 
great act of God accomplished among us. 
Our prayer today - the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and our honouring of 
the Immaculate Conception of Blessed Mary are, in fact, at the centre of 
the cosmic battle of good and evil, in which we unite ourselves, through 
our Immaculate Mother, to the cosmic events of the salvation of the 
world. 

Pope St John Paul in consecrating the world to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary turned to her saying: 

"Mother of Christ, may the infinite salvific power of the Redemption be 
revealed once again in the history of the world; power of merciful love!  
May it put a stop to evil! May it transform consciences! May the light of 
hope be renewed to all in your Immaculate Heart." 

That is what we are involved in today in this great Feast. Mary’s heart is 
immaculate from the moment of her conception by the power of Christ’s 
saving sacrifice: the living action of the power of merciful love called 
down into human history those centuries ago as Mary was conceived in 
Anna’s womb and that same power called down still into the world of 
today; putting a stop to evil; transforming consciences; bringing the light 
of hope to the culture of death; 
And Her Immaculate Heart will help us - you and me - to do this. 

Devotion is at its heart the gift of oneself.  So if we say we have devotion 
to Mary we must make of ourselves a gift to her; consecrate ourselves to 
her; make an explicit offering of ourselves to her.  That we might become 
her children. 

Become children of Mary - Why?   
Because God himself  became a child of Mary.   
Jesus and I are children of the same Mother.  And the more we become 
the children of Mary, the more we become the brothers and sisters of Our 
Lord - what our very Baptism into Christ calls us to be. 

But to be children of Mary we must behave as children of Mary.  And she 
always tells us "DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU." 



The wonderful St. Pius X tells us: 
"Everyone ought to be persuaded that if the devotion which he claims to 
have for the Blessed Virgin does not restrain him from sin or inspire in 
him a determination to live a better life, it is an artificial, a false 
devotion, as it lacks any natural fruit." 

So this devotion to Our Lady is not an end in itself - it is for the salvation 
of your soul, for the conquering of evil, for the release of those in 
Purgatory, it is for the salvation of the world.  As these days of Advent 
remind us, it looks to Paradise itself as its final goal. 
This shoudn't be a surprise to anyone.  The road Jesus chose to come to us 
was Mary and the quickest root to Paradise is to walk that same road back 
to Paradise - Mary. 

If we would honour the gift of the Immaculate Conception, we must take 
it seriously – for it is the gift of being free from sin.  Look around at the 
world, at our country, at your neighbourhood, at your family. There is real 
sin there, a real absence of God.  In centuries gone by it was easy to spot 
a false religion - those who didn't recognise Christ but now the world and 
every person makes a god of themselves. This is the selfishness of satan.  
What is war but selfishness?  
What is inequality among nations but selfishness? 
What is the lack of courage and the disobedience we sometimes see in the 
church but selfishnesss? 
What is lapsing from the Faith but selfishness? 
What is abortion but selfishness? 
What is euthanasia but selfishness? 
What is the obsession with sex and consumerism but selfishness? 

The evil One is at work in a thousand ways but all of them reflect His 
original sin, "I will not serve" said Lucifer to God. Selfishness. 

Mary is the highest pinnacle of God's creation because she co-operated 
totally with His grace, from her very conception.  She says, "I am the 
handmaid of the Lord, be it done unto me according to your word." 
The evil One is the very opposite - he refuses always to co-operate with 
God's grace and pus himself first.  "I will not serve". 



What can we do in the face of all this?  We must join the battle.  The 
three pillars of Truth must be our strength in this battle: 

Sacred Tradition 
Sacred Scripture 
and the authentic teaching of the Church’s Magisterium 

So often undermined in our age today; emptied out of their fullness, 
they are emptied out of their power and efficacy. Our presence here 
today can serve to rejuvenate our strength, for we immerse ourselves 
in those three pillars of truth in two practical ways: 

By deep devotion to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the Blessed 
Sacrament; 
And by veneration of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Angels and the 
Saints; 

If we mean what we say when we say we honour Mary Immaculate, then 
like her, we must co-operate as fully as we can with God’s grace to wipe 
out sin. How might we do this?    
None of us need to go out and look for suffering - for most of us it comes 
our way; in illness, in disappointment, in bereavement, in the unfairness 
of life - I don't need to tell you that.  Offer those sufferings to God 
through the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Offering your life to God in 
reparation for the sin we see around us is being Christ-like, it's also being 
a child of Mary, "Be it done unto me according to your Word." 

St. Maximilian Kolbe recommends: 
"During little sufferings, pray by making the invocation, 'Mary!' and tell 
her you want it all to serve whatever intentions are most acceptable to 
her.  Thus you put your sufferings like a chisel into the hand of the master 
sculptor." 
   
Our celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and our honouring of 
Mary Immaculate is not a quaint little devotion for the cosy.  It is the 
power of God's Holy Spirit at work, as it was when He brought about her 
immaculate conception in her mother's womb; when He brought about 
the incarnation of the Word made flesh in that first tabernacle of her own 
womb; when he raised her up to Heaven to be Queen of the Church 
triumphant.   



We see in Mary what we ought to be, says the Second Vatican Council.  
She is: 
 "fair as the moon, bright as the sun, feasesome as an army set in battle 
array." 
She is: 
"the woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and on 
her head a crown of twelve stars." 
 Her great Hymn of praise to god in the Magnificat shows us the concerns 
of her heart: 
To cast those who see themselves as mighty from their thones; 
to scatter the proud hearts; 
to fill the starving with good things; 
to send the selfish away empty; 
to see God's mercy triumph but only for those who fear Him; 
to see God's mighty arm put forth in strength. 
 These are Mary's concerns and they must be ours if we are to be her 
children and triumph with her. 
She promised the children at Fatima: 
"In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph." 
If we give ourselves, and our families, and the sinful world to her 
Immaculate Heart, then we too will triumph with her. 
We too can sing out with her in Paradise: 
My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. 
For the Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy is His name.


